OF the making of treatments for trachoma there is no end. Most of them are a weariness of the flesh and many of them are positively brutal.
Trachoma is a disease which already causes much suffering and discomfort to the patient. It may be asked why add to the patient's suffering? Is there a treatment which is pleasant, rapid in its effects, and definitely curative ? TIhere is.
In Ultra-violet rays are said by the physicists not to penetrate beyond the stratum corneum. This is in fact quite untrue, as any one can prove by their potency for sterilizing the conjunctival sac.
In cases of trachoma accompanied by super-added pneumococcal, streptococcal, staphylococcal, Koch-Weeks and MoraxAxenfeld infections one can observe with extreme satisfaction the rapidity with which these infections clear up under ultra-violet rav treatment, as also does any chronic blepharitis or other suppurative condition of the lids. I use a 6-10 amp6re lamp and treatment is given at 3-day intervals.
In Hong-Kong I found that patients were so gratified by the pleasant results of the treatment that they frequently anticipated their subsequent treatment and beggedto be treated more frequently, which is of course an unwise procedure. It is highly improbable, THE BRITISH JOURNAL OF OPHTHALMOLOGY one may add, that patients would express such gratification if the rays did not penetrate further than the stratum corneum. As a matter of fact the rays do penetrate to the conjunctival sac, as any ophthalmologist can prove to his own satisfaction if he cares to make use of the tungsten arc-lamp for sterilization of the conjunctival sac before operation.
It is the long wave lengths that are the most effective for this purpose and it is likewise these long wave lengths that are more penetrative, and these are present in high percentage in the tungsten arc-lamp in addition to the short wave lengths. I look upon ultra-violet radiation as the most useful method of sterilizing the conjunctival sac.
I treated over 200 cases of trachoma successfully in private in Hong-Kong, there being no ultra-violet ray installation available at the hospital. The time of both doctor and patient is saved and the gratitude of patients after one or two treatments is a pleasure to observe. Most of the patients stated that they had had no treat.. ment which caused them greater relief and comfort soon after the first application.
I am of the opinion that trachoma could be rapidly eradicated from a community or school if an intensive campaign by team work were established, using tungsten arc-lamps, under expert super- (1) The condition known as Boeck's sarcoid of the skin was described in 1899 under the term of multiple benign sarcoid tumours of the skin. It is now recognized as a general affection. In the skin, nodules of varying size develop: from a few millimetres to several inches in diameter. If these are pressed upon by a glass, apple jelly-like nodules, similar to those observed in lupus, but smaller, are seen. 
